WHAT BETTER 
ALIBI? 


BY THERESA M. SEAY 


Just after a flurry of shots 
ended the life and Presidency of 
John F. Kennedy in Dallas, several 
people encountered Secret Sen/ice 
agents in the vicinity. In other cir- 
cumstarx»s these would have been 
suspects since they were in the 
very areas from which witnesses 
.said shots had been fired. Their 
Secret Service status, however, 
eliminated that possibility. The only 
problem was that all legitimate 
agents w^re accounted for during 
that time artd none were on foot in 
Dealy Plaza. Who were these 
*^gents”, why were they at these 
precise locations, and where ^did 
they obtain evidently phony creden- 
tials? 

Deputy Constable Seymour 
Weitzman was the first over the 
fence into the railroad yard beyond 
the fannous knoll. In hie deposition 
to the Warren Commission. 
Weitzman claimed that there were 
'V>fficers. Secret Service as welf in 
the yard. Following a woman who 
claimed the President had been 
shot from the bushes. Dallas Police 
Officer Joe Marshal Smith was the 
second official into the area and the 
first to confront a Secret Service 
agent, in hie statement to the 
Warren Commieeion, Smith claimed 
that with his gun drawn but not 
knowing what he was looking for, 
he started to feel *^illy* and he hol- 
stered his weapon. Just as he did, a 
man who had seen him approach 
with pistol in hand showed Smith 
that he was with the Secret Service 
and satisfied any doubts. 

Sargent D.V. Harkness ap- 
proached the rear entrarK:e to the 
Texas School Depository a few 
minutes after the shooting and 
found people there who said they 
were Secret Service agents, so he 
*^idn’t get them identified* accord- 
ing to his sworn statement, even 
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though the assassin(s) might very 
well have been expected to exit the 
Depository from that location. 

What could be more natural 
than to expect Secret Service 
agents in the President's vicinity? 
Their business is to guard and pro- 
tect the Chief Executive. However, 
it has been definitely established 
that no authentic S^ret Sen/ice 
agents were in Dealy Plaza at the 
time that these “agents’ were en- 
^ countered. All of the President’s 
motorcade detail had proceeded 
erith him to Parkland Hospital while 
others were on duty at the Trade 
Mart where he had been scheduled 
to speak. Forrest Sorrels was the 
first agent back in Dealy Plaza. He 
had gone to Parkland and returned 
to the Depository after 20 or 25 
minutes. With all of the genuine 
Secret Service agents accounted 
for during this time, who were these 
men impersonating government of- 
ficials? How did one obtain creden- 
tials? 

Officer Smith later told 
Anthony Summers in Conspiracy 
that the man he er)countered was 
not dressed like a typical agent. He 
wore a sports shirt and pants and 
had dirty fingernails - very odd attire 
and image for a Secret Service 
agent of that era. Smith said that 
the man's credentials satisfied him 
at the time, but later the episode 
didn't ring true and he regretted not 
checking that person more closely. 

That “agent* in the railroad 
yard could easily have been an as- 
sassin or, perhaps more likely, an 
assassin's accornplice. making cer- 
tain that the man who shot Kennedy 
from the knoll escaped. The 
“agents* behind the Depository 
could also have been accomplices 
covering the escape of an assassin, 
since one or more of the shots ap- 
parently came from the Depository. 
These men were never identified 
simply because they told Harkness 
they were Secret Service men. 
What better alibi to have when a 
President is murdered? What story 
could better divert suspicion from 
yourself to others? This writer once 
asked a Maine State Trooper to ar- 
rest an obvious Secret Service 
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agent for assault. He took one look 
at the suspect, refused to act, and 
would not even ask the man for his 
ID! It becomes easy to understand 
why the “agents" wore not ques- 
tioned or interrogated seriously, 
even though they were in the very 
places where assassins could have 
been expected. 

The Warren Commission, 
which could find “no evidence of 
conspiracy*, totally ignored the 
alarms that these situations raised. 
Weitzman. Smith and Harkness 
were not called to testify before the 
August Commission, although (or 
because?) their experiences had 
obvious conspiratorial implications. 
Thus. American's are left. 28 years 
later, to ponder circumstances 
which signify a conspiracy, but 
which have yet to be investigated 
and explained 
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WMe Pt9Sldent 
Lincoln was attend- 
ing FoixTs Theater die 
day he was killed, a 
Washington police- 
man by the nante oi 
John Parker was to be 
on active duty out- 
side. Parker, a man 
with a rather spotty 
pToHessional service 
record, left his post in 
order to better view 
the play. In his ab- 
sence John wakes 
Booth was able to 
shoot Lincoln 
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